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Return With Us Now to Those 
Thrilling Days of Yesteryear 
Who was that masked man?

Smooooth Mooove
The cows sound off on the VISION Line stock car

The Wabash Cannonball 
The song that captured a railroad
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We’d love to hear from you! Do you have a story 
to share, or an idea for an article, or a question or comment?  
Please send an e-mail to insidetrack@lionel.com or send your 
correspondence to:

	 Lionel RailRoader Club 
	 26750 Twenty-Three Mile Road 
	 Chesterfield, MI  48051-1956

Have you moved? To notify the LRRC of any changes 
to your name or address, please e-mail us at lrrc@lionel.com, or 
call (586) 949-4100, or write to the address above.

9 On the Road… At the LCCA 
Convention in Sacramento
A report from Tom Nuzzo and Bill Schmeelk
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It’s Beginning to Look at Lot Like Christmas… 
Maybe not everywhere you go, but this column 
nourishes the 2009 holiday spirit:

The Ghosts of Boxcars Past
On the facing page is the LRRC 2009 Christmas Boxcar. 

We asked the designer of this year’s car – Karen Bowen – about the 
challenges of annually creating the holiday boxcar: 

It starts with a good imagination; the phrase “racking 
my brain” was definitely used. First comes her creative idea 
and then Karen digs back through many years of Christmas 
designs to be sure it really is original. 

There is more than art that an artist has to consider. 
Marketing provides some input on the kinds of designs 
and color schemes that have been most popular with club 
members. Ideas may go back to the drawing board at this 
stage, like a holiday Teddy bear Karen would still love to see 
on a car some day.

Production is also a challenge. Designs have to be complex 
and sophisticated enough to be attractive to club members 
without adding cost. Particularly rewarding for Karen has 
been technological developments that allow increasingly 
complex multi-color designs to be cost-effectively printed.

Karen’s favorites? She loves the simplicity and elegance of 
the candle design on the 
1990 boxcar and the bells 
on the 2005 boxcar – and 
not just because that was 
one of her designs, too.

 

Hallmark for 2009
Hallmark’s beautifully detailed Lionel Christmas ornaments are 

the perfect decoration for the trees of train fanatics – and we know 
who we are. 

The Holiday Red Mikado Locomotive is the 14th in the trains 
series. The 3 ¾” locomotive connects to the 2 ¾” matching 

coal-filled Mikado 
Tender and the 
festively decorated 
3 ½” Holiday 
Boxcar. All are 
handcrafted, metal 
and with turning 
wheels. Hang them 

coupled or individually.  The locomotive retails for $18.50; the 
other two for $14.50 each.

Steaming in for the 2009 
holidays is the three-piece Red 
Comet Set. These tin-plate 
era treasures are die cast and 
handcrafted. Each is approximately 
1 ¼” with real turning wheels. Retail 
for the complete set is $18.50.

All Hallmark Keepsake Ornament 
Lionel trains are available at 
Hallmark Gold Crown stores nation-
wide. Visit www.Hallmark.com to 
locate a store near you.

2005 holiday boxcar design


